Literacy, numeracy and foundation skills in VET
Vodcast Discussion Notes #
Background
ACER and Aspire—both not-for-profit educational companies—are collaborating on the issue of
Foundation Skills, particularly language, literacy and numeracy (LLN), in VET. As part of this we are
developing and making available to our clients a series of short vodcasts that promote LLN in VET
and discuss the use and role of the Foundation Skills Training Package (FSK).
This set of accompanying Discussion Notes is designed for RTOs to use as starting points for
discussing LLN issues in their delivery and training in VET. We recommend you use before staff and
trainers view the vodcasts.

Discussion notes
Vodcast 4: What is the Foundation Skills Training Package?
https://aspirelr.com.au/pages/digital/vodcast-library/what-is-the-foundation-skills-training-package-fsk

This vodcast provides background regarding the Foundation Skills Training Package (called FSK for
short), including why it was developed and its purpose.

Note: Revised FSK
Over 2018 and 2019 the existing FSK is being revised. These notes will be updated to reflect any
revision made as soon as they become available.

Reflection questions
1. Before watching the vodcast, have a small group discussion about these points:
•

Do you and your RTO know about and use the FSK?

•

Discuss how you use it and whether this has been successful and what challenges have
arisen. Which units or qualifications in particular? Why those?

•

If you don’t use the FSK, are you interested in using it support the LLN needs of your
learners? In what ways? Which units or qualifications? Why those?

•

Did you contribute and respond to the review of the FSK? What were your suggestions? Do
you know if they have been taken on board?
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2. After watching the vodcast, reflect on the key messages and information presented, and
have a small group discussion about the following:
•

Has anything changed your mind about the FSK and how you might use it in your VET
training and workplaces?

•

In what ways and why?

•

Are there any specific comments or issues raised by the podcast that you want to discuss
and reflect on, or to investigate further?

Information from the vodcast
Here are copies of some of the materials discussed in the vodcast.
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Please contact ACER at cspa@acer.org for a PDF copy of these materials.

Further reading and references
For current (2013) FSK units and qualifications:
•

https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/FSK

For the 2013 FSK Implementation Guide:
•

https://vetnet.education.gov.au/Public%20Documents/FSKv1.1%20Foundation%20Skills%2
0Implementation%20Guide.pdf

For information about the status of the 2018/19 review of the FSK:
•

https://www.skillsforaustralia.com/project-page/education-foundation-skills/

For other general information relating to Foundation Skills and VET/Industry see:
•

The former Industry Reference Committee’s No More Excuses report is a good read about
the importance of LLN for VET

•

The Australian Industry Group research reports feature LLN in the workforce and are
available here. They include: ‘Tackling Foundation Skills in the Workforce’; ‘When Words
Fail, ‘Investing in Workforce Literacy Pays’.

Teaching resources for the FSK are available from Aspire Learning Resources.
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